
Upcoming BIG Survey 
  

SMESTOW VALLEY LNR, WOLVERHAMPTON 

Thursday 25th September 2025 

 

For our last BIG survey of the year we’ve decided to have a visit to the 

wonderful Smestow Valley Local Nature Reserve where we hope to encounter 

some of the autumnal invertebrates, which should still be active at this time of 

year, such as the Ivy Bee (Colletes hederae) which, as the name suggests, 

uses ivy flowers as its main food resource.  This species is a relative 

newcomer in Birmingham and the Black Country, only arriving here in 2015 

and there is a known population at Smestow Valley.  As well as ivy bees, lots 

of other insects can be seen visiting flowering ivy at this time of year, such as 

other bee species, wasps, hoverflies and butterflies.   

 

The WEC, Turners Field and surrounding area in the south west of Smestow 

Valley LNR, comprises the area of the former Wolverhampton Environment 

Centre (WEC), which used to be a tree nursery operated by Wolverhampton 

Council.  

 

The surrounding areas consist of the meadows of Turners Field, and adjoining 

plantation woodlands, with the Finchfield Brook forming the western 

boundary, and the Staffs and Worcs Canal and Smestow Brook to the north 

east/west. The old disused Wombourne Branch Line, now Wolverhampton 

railway walk also runs through the reserve.  Also located within the area, 

towards the canal is an old sand and gravel quarry thought to have been used 

in the construction of the canal back in the 18th century. The whole area is 

underlain by Permo-Triassic sandstones, that lends itself to slightly more 

acidic soils. Also on site are notable ponds including the Nursery Pool, and 



the Willow Pond, which were both known to be supporting populations of 

Great Crested Newts.  

 

Time: 10:30 to 15:00 

Meeting point: at the gates of the WEC, 76 Westacre Crescent 

Postcode: WV3 9AR 

| OS Grid Ref: SO 88020 98215 

|  

w3w/: driven.upwardly.risen 

Parking: If you are arriving by car there should be space to park on Westacre 

Crescent or by the entrance. 

 

If you are interested in attending the survey could you please email 

David (the walk leader) to let him know. His email address is 

David.h@bbcwildlife.org.uk 

 

If you need to contact David on the day his mobile number is 07719 
031709. 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecorecord.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D1a30c067a41c9a15df5ddc4c3%26id%3D262a7e2b53%26e%3Db5a53f78aa&data=05%7C02%7Cjordan.ferguson%40wolverhampton.gov.uk%7C7e5b9e1f7c904ae5a32e08ddf5d4a656%7C07ebc6c370744387a625b9d918ba4a97%7C0%7C0%7C638937015902380034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QfPNWojwbbRL27osFkDO5CV%2FvETlGuhN4THa8n%2F%2BZ%2FI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:David.h@bbcwildlife.org.uk


 



 

 



 


